Part Three

POLITICAL TESTAMENT
I

Against Dictatorship

In 1833, on publishing an article by Buonarroti,' Upon tbe Govern-
ment of a People during the Period of Insurrection for Liberty,'
signed Camillo, in a number of Young Italy, I protested against a
paragraph advocating an individual dictatorship, in the following note:

We agree with all the views put forth in this article, except that
which admits of individual dictatorship, among the forms of revolu-
tionary government.

We dissent from this view, because, although the nature of the
governing power required during the period of insurrection is essenti-
ally different from the form of government to be adopted after victory,
there are two conditions which it is absolutely requisite that it should
fulfil. The first is that it should avoid all resemblance to the nature of
the power overthrown ; the second, that it should contain the germ at
least of the form of government intended to be substituted for that
power. Both of these conditions exclude the dominion of one man, and
indicate the dominion of the majority.

Because, although the revolutionary power ought to be composed
of the most virtuous and gifted in heart and intellect, and it is inad-
visable to summon parliaments or numerous assemblies in moments
where the governmental acts and decrees are required to succeed one
another with the rapidity of military movements; -we believe,
nevertheless, that the governing power should contain one representa-
tive of every insurgent province of Italy.

Because the dictatorship of a single individual may become danger-
ous in the highest degree among a people accustomed to the degrading
influences of servitude.

Because, until the day arrives when a truly national government, the
issue of free and universal suffrage, shall be formed, an element of
distrust will always exist among a people striving for emancipation;
and the concentration of all the revolutionary forces in the hands of
one man would render every description of guarantee illusory.
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